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-Leading the International framework with Sufficient Consideration to Human Lifestyle-
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[ Overview ]
International discussions over the integrated management of chemicals that started in the
1970s were compiled in the UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in
1992. Since then, various treaties and systems have been generated with particular priority on
confirming the important principles. The concept to manage risk through logical thinking based
on scientific knowledge is also the basic idea in the area of bio-product and food, and the
unification of the international framing is under rapid development.
In such universal context, there is a growing emphasis on the issue of education and upbringing
of human resources (Capacity Building). However, school education on integrated management
of chemicals or the fostering of technical human resources in Japan is all too weak.
An experiment to provide a general opportunity to learn has started. It organizes more than 400
lecturers to provide practical classes that have been credited with high reputation. The number
of attendants to these classes that consist of 15 ninety-minute lectures has reached nearly
3000 in this mere 2.5 years.
Among them, the subject on food gains the most popularity. Post activities of the participants
are very active and seminars and round tables have stemmed out, and some have been offered
positions in committees. In order for Japan to transform into a society that can enfold

discussions that are valid internationally, such grass-root activities are essential.

BHE DKL KRFHE% Professor of Ochanomizu University
TFAT7IT— IR - OFvFrA—F Director, Life World Watch Center
#H H 1B Masaru Masuda
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